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In the early part of 1500 AJD. a Hindu reformer
arose, named Shankar Deb, a Kayasth of Nowgong,
who preached a purer Hinduism based on prayer
rather than on sacrifices ; but being much persecuted
by the Brahmins of Gauhati he went into the Kocch
country, where his ideas and new faith obtained a
better hearing. In course of time, this religion
gaining a strong footing in Kamarupa, spread further,
until in the seventeenth century we see Gadardhar
Sing persecuting its adherents, as they had by then
become a formidable power in the land. A hundred
years later Sakta Hinduism was firmly established
as the State religion, and soon came into conflict
with the Vishnubite followers of Shankar Deb, lead-
ing up to the sect of the Moamaria, and a series of
religious rebellions which plunged the country into
the deepest misery, and from which it was only
relieved by the advent of British rule. The Moa-
maria were a sect of the purer Vishnubite faith,
differing only from what Shankar Deb inculcated
in that they paid more distinction to caste matters,
and were not so averse to sacrifices and idol worship.
The Assamese of the present day are Hindus, but
they are lax in religious rites, and their ceremonies
are often very different from those practised in India.

NOTABLE REMAINS.

Of all the ruins in Assam that have excited the
interest of archaeological savants, the old fort at
Dimapur in the Nambhor forest stands pre-eminently
first; not so much from the fort itself as from the
remarkable carved stone monoliths which stand within